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by many members who attended the Parliament,
and it was not rejected. The matter was put
back for later consideration, but when Parlia-
ment met in May the ministers thought it politic
to confine themselves for the time being to a
request that provision should immediately be
made for payment of the ministers, and a demand
that the laws passed against the papists should be
strictly carried out. Parliament promised to
crush the last of Catholicism, but no satisfactory
arrangement was reached regarding the remuner-
ation of the servants of the Kirk.
Knox at this time had private troubles. His
health was causing anxiety, and he had recently
lost his wife, Marjory. But neither illness nor
bereavement could be allowed to interfere with
the work of establishing the Reformation. Pro-
testantism again appeared to be in danger, for
Mary Stuart had refused her assent to the laws
which abolished popery and declared Protestant-
ism to be the religion of Scotland. She was also
reported to be gathering an army to descend upon
the country, and Knox knew that victory for
Mary would mean persecution for the Reformers
and the return of Catholicism. Actually some
of the Catholic nobles in Scotland had proposed
a scheme to Mary for the invasion of Scotland, but
nothing came of it.
So long as her husband was alive and she
reigned as Queen of France^ Mary showed little